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Trees are the 
Lungs of the Earth
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“Shinrin‐yoku (Forest Bathing)” 
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Healthy Forests = Healthy People
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Factors affecting the future 
of our environment and  
forests: 

 Habitat Loss 

 Invasive Species

 Climate Change 

The Future of our Forests



The Future of our Forests – Habitat Loss
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•Emerald Ash Borer

•Dog Strangling Vine

•Asian Long Horned Beetle

•Grape Ivy 

•Buckthorn

•Mountain Pine Beetle

The Future of our Forests – Invasive Species
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Climate Change Adaptation Principles

• Seek “best bets‐no regrets” actions

• Species Migration Trial Studies

• Large, contiguous, diverse and healthy forests

• Supply chain for seed/seedlings

Our Forests Our Future



The 50 Million Tree Program

• Introduced in 2008 as a Government 
program administered by Forests 
Ontario. 

• Goal of planting of 50 million trees 
across Ontario by 2025

• More than 28M planted over 15,000 
hectares

• Engaged with more than 5,000 
landowners

• Afforestation not reforestation



Tree Planting

Increasing forest cover isn’t as simple as just planting trees. 
Ensuring that the right tree get planted in the right place for 

maximum survival requires complex infrastructure.

The 50 Million Tree Program



Seed & Stock Development:
• Working with Forest Gene Conservation Assoc., partner nurseries 
and PDAs to coordinate seed collection and stock development
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Capacity Development:
• Technical workshops for forestry professionals
• Transfer knowledge and technical skills

The 50 Million Tree Program



Forests Ontario adapts as new knowledge is gained (i.e. 
alternative approaches):

• Multi‐species plantations

• Native ground cover

• Direct seeding

• Natural regeneration 
component

• Variable spacing

The 50 Million Tree Program



Public Outreach
• Technical workshops for the public
• Community tree planting events

The 50 Million Tree Program



The 50 Million Tree Program

Monitoring 



Tree Planting

Increasing forest cover isn’t as simple as just planting trees. 
Ensuring that the right tree get planted in the right place for 

maximum survival requires complex infrastructure.

Forests Ontario is the only non‐profit in Canada that addresses all 
of these components
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The 50 Million Tree Program

Eastern Ontario

• More than 8.6 million trees 
planted 

• GDP impact of $4.6 million

• Supports more than 100 full-
time season jobs

• Ecosystem services valued at 
$29.8 million annually
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June 5 ‐ Minister of Environment and Climate Change ‐ $15M

New Forests Ontario 50 Million Tree Program



Eligibility

Minimum of 500 
trees planted

Sites less than 1 
ha may be 
considered

Stock used must 
meet minimum 
stock standards

Sites impacted 
by climate 
change are 
eligible

New Forests Ontario 50 Million Tree Program
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How to Apply

New Forests Ontario 50 Million Tree Program

www.forestsontario.ca/planting/register‐as‐a‐landowner/
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Trudeau pledges 2B trees over 10 years
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Federal government has committed to plant 
2 billion seedlings over the next 10 years

Trees are the answer



Will require increase in overall capacity

• Seed
• Stock
• Landowners
• Public engagement
• Technical expertise
• Monitoring 
• Adapting

Federal Commitment to Plant 2B over 10 years
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Forest Recovery Canada/Forests Ontario is the ideally 
positioned to support and build successful, large‐scale 

tree planting programs for Canada

Federal Commitment to Plant 2B over 10 years



We need to ensure we do it right to realize 
multiple wins for climate, biodiversity and 

people
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We all need to contribute

www.forestsontario.ca

Federal Commitment to Plant 2B over 10 years
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The Choice is Yours
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